
Minutes of the annual general meeting of the Chiltern Camerata held by means of Zoom 
on Tuesday, 23 February 2021 at 8 pm 
 
Present:   Simon Walton, Judy Hunter, John Fryer, Carol Gibbard, Paul Hickman, Jane Large, 
Virginia McMurtrie, Sally Masters, Dick Morbey, Stephen Painter, Anne Park, Geraldine 
Rowe, Cheryl Slater, Izzy Squire, Vivien Windsor. 
 
Chair of the Meeting 
With the agreement of those present, Jane Large was appointed chair of the meeting. 
 
Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were recorded from Linda Miller and Cathy Orton. 
 
1. Comments from the Director of Music 
Simon Walton was welcomed.  Simon had been appointed as the orchestra’s director of 
music following the November 2019 concert.  He presented an outline report, much of 
which was given over to a discussion of the options for forthcoming concerts following the 
government’s announcement the previous day about the staged relaxation of the present 
Covid–19 restrictions.   
Useful guidance had also been gathered from Making Music, but at present many points 
needed to be clarified.   The outline plans were therefore dependent on future guidance and 
other developments 
 
CONCERT IN MAY/JUNE 
With these constraints in mind it was considered that the planned Wycombe Arts Festival 
concert at the Church of Saint Lawrence, West Wycombe on Sunday 16th May should be 
deferred to the later date of 13th June.  It was unclear whether that would take the concert 
outside the ambit of the WAF, but assuming that we adopt that date:  
Rehearsals would also need to be rescheduled: 

Proposed rehearsal dates 18th and 25th of May and the 1st and 8th of June.    
 
ACTION: JUDY and DICK to book rehearsal space 
   
The planned venue of Saint Lawrence‘s church in West Wycombe for this concert was 
probably unsuitable for a Covid-safe event and other options would be considered. These 
could include the Church of Christ the Servant in Cressex which is a modern church with 
open spaces and breadth to allow suitable distancing. The Pastures Church would also be 
considered.  Possible Amersham venues were also mentioned although we had not 
generally enjoyed good-sized audiences there.  Judy would nevertheless approach the 
Church of St Michael, Amersham.   ACTION: JUDY to investigate 
 
The programme for this concert was welcomed.  It consisted of music composed by Mozart 
and Haydn in the year 1775: 
Haydn Overture ‘Il Ritorno di Tobia’,  
Haydn Symphony No. 60 in C Major 
Mozart Violin Concerto No 5 in A Major with Hana Mizuta-Spencer.   
Simon and Judy have procured the music. 



CHORAL CONCERT IN JULY 
The scheduled choral concert with Mark Johnstone‘s choir could still take place on the 3rd 
of July at All Saints Parish Church Marlow, where the date is already pencilled in 
 
Proposed rehearsal dates: 15th,  22nd and 29th of June although we would need to have pre-
prepared music so that players could work on the items before the first rehearsal. 
    
ACTION: JUDY and DICK to book rehearsal space.  Music to be made available before first 
rehearsal 
 
Programme to include  
Mozart Coronation Mass, K317  
Mozart Solemn Vespers K339 
and an orchestral item tbc    
Simon has organised the music.  
 
OCTOBER 2021 – 25TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT. 
2021 is the orchestra’s 25th anniversary year and a celebratory concert is planned, again in 
Marlow, on 16th October. The format has yet to be decided but will probably comprise 
performances for children and adults, possibly comprising a brief concert for children 
followed by an adult-oriented performance. Various options are under consideration 
including having a compère to introduce the children’s concert.    
 
ACTIONS Programme and format to be planned 
 
2. Report from Judy Hunter  
Judy Hunter then gave a brief review of recent events concerning the orchestra. She 
thanked Simon for his update and also for directing the two successful rehearsals that had 
been possible in the autumn. The enjoyable repertoire on those occasions contained 
elements which might feature in future concert planning. 
 
She recorded thanks for all involved in helping to run the orchestra, including Stephen who 
done a terrific job on front of house but was now moving away to the west of Oxfordshire 
and could no longer be regularly involved. 
 
Judy considered that after 25 years, now was a good time for her to step back from an 
active involvement with the group.  This might in any case become a necessity if and when 
she moved away from the area after her house has been sold. 
 
She commented that these changes would leave the orchestra with far too few people to 
cover the necessary tasks and this would be addressed later in the meeting. 
 
Geraldine Rowe gave a warm appreciation to Judy for everything that she had done and 
continued to do for the orchestra. Judy responded by saying that the best possible thanks 
would be to ensure that the orchestra continued to prosper and develop in the future. 
 



3. Treasurer’s report for the year to 31st July 2020 
Dick Morbey reported on the accounts, which had been circulated previously. A surplus of 
£897.92 had been earned for the year, thanks in no small part to a donation of £700 from 
the Wooburn Singers for the orchestra’s contribution to their concert in October 2019.  The 
Amersham concert in November 2019 had incurred a manageable loss of £283 (only a small 
audience) whilst the well-attended choral concert in Marlow had resulted in a surplus of 
£731.   
Abortive costs of £79 for the May 2020, (cancelled because of Covid restrictions), rehearsal 
hire costs for prospective conductor auditions, website hosting and Making Music 
subscriptions were the only other ‘overhead’ costs. 

We had ended the financial year with a bank balance of £4,795.40.  At the date of this 
meeting it now stood at £4,526 after paying the costs of the two Autumn 2020 rehearsals 
and the current year’s Making Music subscription, PRS fees and website hosting costs.  
These costs had been defrayed by members’ generous subscriptions totalling £225. 

 
4. Other reports 
Thanks were recorded to Jane Large for her work on the website 
  
5. Appointment of Committee and Officers 

The present committee lineup was: 
Judy Hunter, Simon Walton, Linda Miller, Dick Morbey, Geraldine Rowe, Virginia McMurtrie, 
Stephen Painter, but not all were available to continue and therefore posts had to be filled.  

Judy was willing to remain on the committee for a brief while, although there was every 
likelihood that she might be moving away from the area.   
Dick, although no longer able to play, was prepared to continue as Treasurer for a little 
longer.  
As mentioned above, Stephen had moved to West Oxfordshire, too far away to commit to 
the front of house role in future although he would hope to keep the association with us 
when/if possible. 
Geraldine was willing to deal with publicity and Izzy agreed to re-join the committee to 
assist her.  It was important that orchestra members should find ways of helping with this 
important aspect – perhaps dividing up publicity efforts in their locality and in other ways. 
Virginia was willing to remain on the committee but was not able take on any additional 
responsibilities 

The following were elected to the committee: 
 Judy Hunter pro tem 
 Simon Walton (Director of Music) 
 Dick Morbey (Treasurer) 
 Linda Miller (Leader) 
 Geraldine Rowe (Publicity) 
 Izzy Squire (assisting Geraldine) 
 Virginia McMurtrie  

(Non-committee: Jane Large (website)) 



Even with this lineup there was a pressing need to encourage all orchestra members to 
contribute – even if only in small ways – to ensure that the orchestra can continue to 
flourish. See below. 

Perhaps a player ‘pact’ should be that along with paying an (un-increased!) subscription 
members would also undertake tasks to help in running of the orchestra in other ways.  As 
the orchestra’s composition is rather fluid we must reach out to a wider grouping - not just 
our core players but also others who play with the orchestra occasionally and specifically 
family members and others who can support the effort.  This could be by: 

 Offering to understudy particular activities;  
 Emphasising aspects of the orchestra so that we can draw on a wider circle of 

friends, both players and non-players, family friends etc.  to play some part; 
 supporting the orchestra especially on concert days when players (should) have 

other things to concentrate on!  
 

The following responsibilities remain to be filled: 

 Box office 
 Front of House (a priority in light of C-19) 
 Premises bookings (someone is needed as an understudy for Judy) 
 Librarian (for 2021-22 season onwards) 
 Fixing non-strings (strings are booked by section leaders) 
 Secretary 

 
As people seemed reticent to come forward in this meeting, Stephen suggested that Dick 
and Judy should confer outside the meeting to work up a shortlist of people to approach.  
Also suggested that we might use some of the rehearsal time to emphasise the importance 
of this so that others not at this AGM were not overlooked.  ACTION: JUDY and DICK to 
confer and contact non-attenders and others 
 
Geraldine felt that as long as the committee defined the tasks that were to be done, others 
might be willing to share or undertake them.  Simon suggested that that where possible 
people should share or buddy up for any jobs, so that the load was spread, that backup 
would be available – and enjoyable. 

Izzy spoke of the importance of balancing responsibility for orchestral matters with those of 
family. 

Paul Hickman’s comments about the possibility of organising a virtual concert along the 
lines of the West Wycombe Chamber Music Festival were noted. 
 
As there was no other business, everyone was thanked for attending the meeting, which  
closed at 9.20 

 

Dick Morbey, 1st March 2021 

 


